Golden Goa
That would normally have been the end of the matter had Dom
Yerissimo been a bureaucrat. Though at first he declared it im-
possible for him to do more, his niece, the Countess of Figveirol?
'who had a very particular esteem for the first Physician of the
Queen7, talked him round till he assented, with the charming
smile for which he was noted, to have the process read aloud to
him. Finding that no further charges than those stated in Dellon's
original petition were contained in it, he repeated his view that
the sentence was excessive. As he was not an appellate authority,
he carefully refrained from passing any order on the process, but
calling for the last of Dellon's petitions wrote at the bottom:
' Let him be set at Liberty as he desireth and let him return to
France.'
This good news was conveyed to Dellon by a Familiar of the
Holy Office on 1 June 1677. Nearly four years had elapsed since his
arrest in Daman. He felt6 a joy which persons who have not suffered
Captivity will scarce be able to conceive'.
But he was not yet completely out of the clutches of the
Inquisition. For another whole month he was to remain in chains.
As often happens in an office, the secretarial staff were not too
pleased at their chief having taken the law into his own hands,
contrary to the legal opinion which they had submitted. Accord-
ingly, they decided to put an interpretation on his hastily scribbled
order which it was not intended to, but might, bear. Instead of
the words ' let him, return to France' being allowed to stand for an
additional favour, they were declared to be mandatory and, more-
over, to mean that Dellon was not to be set at liberty until he had
actually embarked for France. When, therefore, he asked the
Familiar to inform the Governor of the Galley prison that he was
free and desire him accordingly to strike off his irons, the fellow
expressed surprise, drew his attention to the proviso, and admon-
ished him to seek a ship with all expedition.
At the moment Dellon did not fully appreciate the malice of the
trick which had been played on him. It was not until he had
obtained leave of absence and gone to the wharves from which
ships sailed to France that he discovered how difficult it was,
dressed in prison garb, dragging his chain and with a limited time
at his disposal, to get the shipping clerks to listen to his request for
a passage or, indeed, to find out when a ship was sailing. The
gaolers refused to let him hang about the pier and he soon per-
ceived that unless he were first liberated he could not arrange the
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